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Maintaining  a  viable  community  of  Asian 
residents  and  strong  Asian  restaurants  in 
Chinatown  is  good  for  the  community  and 
good  for  tourism  in  Boston.  The  rate  of 
increase  of  Asian  population  is  greatest  in 
Chinatown,  however  there  is  a  danger  that 
Maiden  or  Quincy  might  become  the 
"real"  Chinatown  if  the  genuine  ethnic 
economy  and  residential  base  is  lost. 
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Establish  economic  policies  that  reinforce 
the  efforts  of  the  small  business  owners  in 
the  neighborhood.   Ensure  that  the  design 
of  the  streetscape  in  Chinatown  reinforces 
the  bustling,  24-hour  activity  of  the 
neighborhood.   Install  street  furniture, 
including  benches  and  waste  baskets. 
Install  a  public  rcslroom  at  the  Phillips 
Square  area  on  1  lanison  Avenue. 

Rezone  the  area  to  exclude  adult 
entertainment  uses.  Consider  adoption  of 
zoning  and  design  standards  that  allow  for 
appropriate  adult  entertainment  where  it 
will  not  negative!)  affect  residential  or 
business  life. 

re 
op 

-  • 

o 
Z 

OJ 

re 

E 

Lm 

O 

o 

u 

or, 

.2J 
'S 

3 

© 
Q. 
C 

o 

"O 

c 
a 

VI 

OJ 

3 

Of) 

oo 

Chinatown  offers  a  variety  of  goods  and 
services  that  serve  the  predominantly 
Asian  population  of  the  neighborhood.    In 
addition,  the  proximity  to  the  financial 
district  and  theater  district  make 
Chinatown's  restaurants  a  destination  for 
people  going  out  for  lunch  and  dinner. 
Residents  of  Chinatown  and  visitors 
contribute  to  a  near-constant  traffic  flow 
(both  pedestrian  and  vehicular)  along 
Washington,  Kneeland,  and  Essex  Streets. 

The  adult  entertainment  available  in  the 
"Combat  Zone"  is  destructive  to  the 
character  of  Chinatown.   Illicit  activities 
that  tend  to  occur  near  adult  entertainment 
providers  make  the  area  unsafe  to  the 
many  elderly  that  live  on  the  same  block 
and  to  nearby  residents. 

Ground  level  spaces  in  the  Leather  District 
have  recently  been  developed. 
Restaurants  and  clubs  are  thriving  in  the 
downtown  location.  At  the  same  time,  the 
number  of  residential  units  in  the  area  has 
dramatically  increased. 
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Medical  Center  lo  match  facilities  needs 
and  surpluses  between  the  institution  and 
its  neighbors,  the  Chinatown  community 
(e.g.,  NEMC  parking  lots  that  are  not  used 
after  7  p.m.  might  be  needed  for  visitor 
parking  for  restaurant  patrons). 

The  construction  of  Millennium  Place 
offers  an  opportunity  it)  create  a  multi- 
lingual auditorium  theater  facility  (like 
United  Nations  facilities). 
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very  large  institution  in  the  middle  of 
Chinatown.  The  changing  health  care 
economy  may  impact  their  needs  for 
facilities.  Also,  they  have  parking  lots 
that  are  not  evenly  used  throughout  the 
day. 

Millennium  Place  is  a  large  development 
that  will  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
area  and  neighborhoods  around  it.  The 
design  of  the  facility  should  be  done  in  a 
way  that  benefits  the  community. 
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Create  a  multi-lingual  book  collection  to 
be  housed  at  a  new  branch  library  in 
Chinatown.  A  possible  location  is  in  the 
China  Trade  Building  (2  Boylston  Street) 
or  the  Don  Bosco  site.   I'stablish  a  reading 
room  (if  a  libran  is  too  ambitious). 

Negotiate  an  agreement  with  the  new 
tenants  (not  yet  dele  mined)  for  the 
community  to  have  access  to  the  facilities 
at  Don  Bosco 
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Don  Bosco  has  announced  that  it  will  be 
closing.  The  existing  facilities  would  be 
of  great  use  to  the  community.  In  addition 
to  the  buildings  themselves,  there  is  a  pool 
and  a  library. 

The  Chinese  Evangelical  Church  draws 
approximately  1,000  people  to  their 
services  each  weekend.  Although  this 
creates  traffic  congestion  and  presents 
traffic  safety  issues,  the  presence  of  so 
many  people  also  presents  an  opportunity 
to  encourage  population  stability  in  the 
neighborhood. 
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The  Chinatown  Gate  is  the  symbolic 
entryway  to  the  Chinatown  neighborhood. 
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Create  a  "green  trail"  lo  the  Common  by 
greening  Bon  1  t>  >n  Street  and  Essex  Street. 
Work  with  Millenium  to  ensure  open 
access  through  the  development  from 
Washington  Street  lo  1  remont  Street. 

Redesign  the  tei  race  lo  serve  as  a  passive 
space,  a  place  for  Tai  Chi  in  the  morning. 

Repair  the  China'.ow  n  Gate  and 
surroundings.   In  conjunction  with  the 
Central  Arter\    1  nnnel  project,  redesign 
the  small  park  auuuul  the  gate  to 
accommodate  u  es  thai  would  encourage 
stewardship  and  maintenance  by  the  park 
users. 

Realign  the  street  edge  lo  match  the  path 
of  Harrison  Avenue,  and  build  a  pocket 
park  in  the  resulting  triangular  space  at  the 
corner. 

Establish  the  most  appropriate  gateway 
locations  and  redesign  those  areas  to 
symbolize  entry  mio  the  neighborhood. 
Utilize  streets  ape  ii  iprovements,  and 
sculpture  and  other  public  art  to  physically 
identify  those        r\\  i\  areas. 
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The  Common  is  the  main  park  for 
residents  of  both  Chinatown  and  the 
Leather  District.   It  is  near  by,  but  the 
paths  there  are  broken  up  by  the  "Combat 
Zone." 

The  rooftop  terrace  at  the  Quincy  School 
is  a  "hang  out"  for  teenagers  in  the 
neighborhood.   It  is  all  concrete  with  no 
greenery,  however  the  location  is 
excellent  for  a  potential  park.  Quincy 
Towers,  the  home  of  many  of  the 
neighborhood's  elderly,  looks  over  the 
terrace.  If  it  were  redesigned,  people 
would  be  able  to  see  it  from  the  towers 
and  they  would  be  encouraged  to  use  it. 

The  Chinatown  Gate  and  its  immediate 
surroundings  are  in  disrepair. 

Phillips  square  is  the  gateway  to 
Chinatown  from  the  financial  district.  The 
building  face  along  the  southeast  side  of 
Phillips  Square  is  at  an  angle  to  the  line  of 
the  street. 

Chinatown  is  a  small  neighborhood  with  a 
very  distinctive  culture  and  character.   Its 
location,  between  Downtown  Crossing, 
the  financial  district,  the  theater  district, 
and  the  Leather  District,  lends  itself  to 
having  many  gateways  from  the  many 
points  of  entry. 
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Phillips  Square  (Harrison  Avenue  /  Essex 
Street) 
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and  Recreation  1  )epartmcnt,  and  have 
them  develop  it  into  a  small  park  (like 
Union  Square  in  San  I  rancisco). 
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located  across  from  the  future  Millenium 
Place. 

<u 

— 
< 

in 

3 
O 

O 

fa. 
1 

c 

•4— » 
-4-J 

o 

ex 

CO 

c 

03 

'— 

H 


o 

c 
o 

U 

>-> 

■*- 

U 

■o 

B 
88 

■o 
o 
o 

— 
O 

jo 

!s° 

Z 

Chinatown  has  very  few  parks  and  open 
spaces.  There  is  a  sense  of  feeling 
landlocked  in  the  neighborhood. 
Residents  need  to  take  advantage  of 
opportunities  that  would  increase  their 
"breathing  room."  More  and  more 
Chinese  families  are  living  south  of 
Kneeland  Street.  A  park  over  the  turnpike 
would  offer  an  important  connection  to 
central  Chinatown. 
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Build  a  park  over  the  highway. 

Purchase  pri\.      streets  and  turn  them  into 
public  spaces  with  places  to  sit  and  talk. 
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The  Silver  Line  is  the  proposed  transit  line 
along  Washington  Street  from  Downtown 
Crossing,  through  Chinatown  to  Dudley 
Square  (currently  Bus  #49).   It  will  also 
eventually  connect  to  South  Station  and 
the  Seaport. 

Planning  process  will  soon  begin 
regarding  the  air  rights  above  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike. 

Boston  Transportation  Department  has 
just  begun  a  full  traffic  study  of  the 
neighborhood.  This  presents  an 
opportunity  to  coordinate  streetscape 
upgrades  with  road  and/or  intersection 
reconfigurations. 

Space  is  limited  in  Chinatown,  but  there 
are  a  number  of  alleys  and  private  streets 
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New  England  Medical  Center  stop  on 
MBTA  Orange  Line 
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Be  creative  wilh  parking  issues.  Share 
parking  lots  \\  ilh  institutions  whose 
parking  needs  ai  e  during  times  when  the 
neighborhood  demand  is  not  as  meat. 
Ensure  that  the  Silver  Line  is  convenient, 
safe,  and  reliable. 
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that  could  be  better  utilized  and  beautified 
so  that  they  could  better  serve  as  public 
spaces. 

Residents  and  merchants  of  Chinatown 
have  expressed  a  need  for  more  parking 
spaces  in  the  neighborhood.  Spaces  are 
needed  for  commercial  deliveries,  people 
shopping  in  the  stores,  and  for  workers 
who  come  from  out  of  town. 
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Encourage  new.  and  renovated  housing  for 
young  familic  .  professionals,  and  the 
elderly. 
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Chinatown  does  not  have  a  range  of 
housing  that  is  suitable  for  people  of  all 
income  levels.  As  a  result,  a  cycle  has 
emerged:  Many  immigrants  chose  to  start 
their  lives  in  the  U.S.  in  Chinatown, 
however,  once  they  have  established 
themselves  with  the  appropriate  resources, 
they  move  to  the  suburbs. 

Many  new  housing  units  have  been 
developed  recently  in  the  Leather  District. 
Where  a  few  years  ago  there  were  only 
150  residents,  there  will  soon  be  300.  The 
desirable  location  and  character  of  the  old 
industrial  buildings  have  led  to  high 
housing  prices. 

The  Asian  CDC  is  currently  seeking 
development  rights  to  Parcel  C  (land 
bordered  by  Oak  Street,  Harrison  Avenue, 
Ash  Street,  and  Nassau  Street). 
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